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Paw Print & Mail Celebrates 25th Anniversary

Founder and Owner Tom Brassard is pleased to announce that 2015-2016 marks the 25th anniversary year for Paw Print & Mail, a full-service B2B printing, mailing, graphic design, and small business marketing services company located in South Burlington, Vermont. 
“I didn’t set out to become a printer, but I knew I wanted to be an entrepreneur; the printing part just happened.” Tom started the company as a sole-proprietor in the basement of his parents’ home where he grew up in the New North End of Burlington. He learned the technical aspects of the business from his father, Norm Brassard, who built his career selling printing equipment for McAuliffe’s Office Products for nearly 40 years. 

“For a modest $1,500 investment, I purchased a used printing press, plate maker, and guillotine cutter and set up shop. Simultaneously in the first year, I also purchased the Italian sausage cart on the Church Street Marketplace with a friend. It was a crazy time, slinging sausage and burgers by day, then switching gears to operate a printing press most evenings until midnight! The unexpected role of the sausage cart was meeting and developing friendships with my lunch customers that often developed into print sales!” 
In time, it became clear to Brassard that the printing business had much more potential and so the cart was sold and the printing business became full-time, evolving over 25 years as a trusted printing and mailing services provider for many local businesses and nonprofit organizations.
Today, Paw Print & Mail specializes in highly-personalized direct mail marketing and nonprofit organization fundraising appeal campaign production services, as a cross-channel component of a company or organization’s overall brand-building and direct marketing efforts. Their printing services include products from business cards to banners, with processes that include traditional offset printing, digital printing, large-format printing, and variable data printing. They also provide graphic design services that round out their full-service capacity and ability to manage and produce client projects from concept through to fulfillment. 
“In my opinion, there’s no more demanding yet rewarding work than owning a small business. Early on, a fellow business owner once said to me – as an owner, you get to work your own hours… all 24 of them! While true at times, with 25 years comes experience, maturity, and most of all, a skilled and professional staff to bring balance. It’s been a good run!” 

Brassard is a native Vermonter, raised in Burlington where he attended Rice Memorial High School and the University of Vermont, class of 1978 with a B.S. in Business Administration, majoring in marketing. He is active in the community serving on the Board of the Burlington Business Association, and as current President of the Board of CVAA (Champlain Valley Agency on Aging). He and his wife Sue live in South Burlington and their daughter Abby lives in Burlington.
For more information about Paw Print & Mail contact Tom Brassard at 802-865-2872, tbrassard@paw-prints.com, www.paw-prints.com.
